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FIVE WAYS ARC FLASH 
PPE SAVES LIVES

An Arc Flash occurs when an electrical current 
travels through the air, leaving its intended 
path to find a new conductor or the ground and 
releasing an intense burst of energy. 
This resulting flash is often violent and capable of causing 
serious injury or even death to anyone caught by it, so adequate 
Arc Flash precautions are of the utmost importance.

With temperatures reaching those equivalent to 4x the surface 
of the sun. There’s no disputing the danger posed by arc flash 
incidents, but you might not realise just how our personal 
protective equipment keeps you safe – here are five ways Arc 
Flash PPE saves lives.

PROGARM’S ARC FLASH PPE PROTECTS YOU FROM INTERNAL 
BURNS CAUSED BY THE ENERGY IN AN ARC FLASH INCIDENT
At the right cal rating (as dictated by your Arc Flash hazard assessment), ProGARM’s PPE 
will insulate you, stopping the electrical energy created by the incident using your body as a 
conductor and causing serious internal burns.
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OUR THEM SAFE FASTENINGS DON’T MELT OR FAIL, 
MEANING CLOTHING CAN BE SAFELY REMOVED
We use materials used by the military in our ThermSAFE poppers, zips, Velcro 
and other fastenings to ensure that every millimetre of your ProGARM Arc 
Flash PPE does its life-saving job. 

The high temperatures created by Arc Flash incidents can cause standard 
fastenings to fail or melt shut. Our fastenings are fully flame-resistant and are 
made using military-grade polymers that are tested to ensure their resistance 
to heat. Our ThermSAFE Velcro has also been tested to ensure it complies with 
Anti-Static standard EN 1149-5.
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PROGRAM GARMENTS  
INSTANTLY EXTINGUISH
An Arc Flash incident could easily start a fire, meaning 
workers could be exposed to this additional risk. Our VXS+ 
fabric with inherent protection instantly extinguishes itself 
if it is set on fire, meaning the chances of being severely 
burned are reduced. Take a look at a video comparing 
treated cotton, Aramid blend garments, and our own 
inherent fabrics here. Critically, ProGARM’s Arc Flash 
garments don’t only protect you from fire, but from the 
electrical hazards of an Arc Flash incident too.
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https://progarm-ltd.wistia.com/medias/vuw81yiqkt?wvideo=vuw81yiqkt
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OUR FABRICS HAVE INHERENT PROTECTION, SO THEY 
OFFER AS MUCH PROTECTION ONE YEAR LATER AS THEY 
DID ON DAY ONE
Our VXS+ fabric has Arc Flash protection inherent within every thread. The  
protective qualities aren’t sprayed on afterwards, allowing them to fade through 
washing and wearing. 

Our VXS+ Fabrics have been certified for 50 washes according to ISO15797 – exceeding 
the 5 washes and dries stipulated by EN11612 – so you can be sure the protection 
endures. Clients report our PPE lasts much longer than previous brands they have used – 
up to 70 times longer in one case!

THEY ARE SUPER-COMFORTABLE
You might not see the link between comfort and safety, but PPE can only do its job if worn, and worn properly, with cuffs pulled 
down, and zips and fastenings done up to the top. Our experts know that any PPE must make it easier for enable workers to do 
their job, not hinder it. We’ve worked hard on special features 
such as moving seams further down jackets so that equipment 
can easily be carried over the shoulder, and work trousers with 
a range of pockets and loops to enable tools to be carried or 
attached. We even have a high-vis range available in yellow 
and orange and Arc Flash PPE designed specifically for women 
(we don’t just do pink and shrink!)

These are just five ways that Arc Flash PPE saves lives – if 
you want to see a real-life example of our Arc Flash PPE in 
action, watch this moving video about Eddie Smith, a team 
leader for construction firm Clancy Docwra who was caught 
in an Arc Flash incident in 2019.
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CONTACT PROGARM 

Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of all product 
descriptions, sizes and specifications, continual development of our product 
range means that certain details may change without notice. Though we 
make every attempt to ensure the colours of our products are reproduced as 
accurately as possible, they are provided for illustrative purposes and may 
differ from the actual product you receive. We reserve the right to improve 
products from our collection without notices.

ProGARM®, VXS+, ThermSAFE and SafetyICON, and any graphic devices, are 
all registered trademarks of ProGARM® Ltd

ProGARM® United Kingdom 
Dianthus Business Park, 
Common Lane,  
Newport, Brough,  
East Yorkshire,  
HU15 2FT

Tel: +44 (0)1482 679600
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Web: www.progarm.com
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